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Purging 
By Leona ‘Frances Choy 


ALK through the fire? O God, can 

Wit be 

That You require that much of me? 

I’ve walked in green pastures, when 
waters were still, 

And surely, my Master, I’ve been in 
Your will. 


I’ve followed o’er hillsides, gone up to 
the mount, 

I've drunk from the stream of eternity’s 
fount; 

I've heard Your call, and I’ve fullowed, 
my Lord, 

ve tried to be faithful. 
reward? 


Is this my 


‘ Silver and gold in the fire must be tried, 


rll trust Him forever, my Heavenly 
Guide; 
He never will send where He does not 
first go, 
If I walk through the fire, His presence 
rll know! 
bd 


Why Spend Time in Training? 


For more than thirty years the 
argument has been heard in some quar- 
ters that since “the time is short” it is 
unwise and unnecessary for young peo- 
ple to spend time in getting a solid 
education before going out as foreign 
missionaries or entering Christian work 
at home. A very good illustration, 
which effectively answers this argu- 


ment, is given in the booklet, “So 

You Are Going To Be a Missionary,” - 
by Robert G. Burns, deputation director 
of the Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism! (a booklet quoted some 
weeks ago in the Times). “A young 
Bible school student,” writes Mr. Burns, 
“after having been enrolled for about 
six months, informed the dean that he 
felt no need of further training. The 
wise dean did not lecture the lad, but 
asked him to think it over for a couple 
of days before leaving. The next day 
the dean asked the same young man 
to chop some wood for his fireplace. 
After he had worked for a while the 
young man took the ax to the dean 
complaining that it was too dull to cut 
the wood properly. The dean agreed 
with him and then invited him into his 
office for a few moments. Speaking 
kindly to the young man, the dean said 
that he had purpésely placed the dull 


ax by the woodpile to try to dissuade 
him from leaving school. Puzzled, the 
student asked, ‘How could that possibly 
have any bearing on the question of 
my leaving school?’ The dean replied, 
‘Regardless of the quality of the steel, 
no tool can be effective unless it has 
been sharpened. The same is true of 
our lives as tools in God’s hands. God 
raised up this school as the wheel upon 
which He might sharpen some of His 
tools for more effective service. He can 
use a sharp tool more effectively than 
one that is dull.’” Probably very few 
experienced missionaries or Christian 
workers at home will say that they now 
think they spent too much time in prep- 
aration, for Christian work today is so 
hard and exacting, and the problems are 
so varied, that one needs all the prep- 
aration he can get. 
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Co-Operation Between Faiths 


By Douglas C. Hartley 


TORONTO, Canada, news dispatch 
A tells of a United Church minister 
who said, in making his church 
building available for the worship serv- 
ices of a Reform-Liberal Jewish group: 
“Today, we of all faiths must face to- 
gether the common enemy, whose phi- 
losophy is secularism. God has called 
on all His people to be humble in His 
presence. Humility is a basic virtue 
of all religions, and it must be the basis 
for any co-operation between faiths. 
Because we want to proclaim this truth 
we feel we can reach out and welcome 
you, and share with you our place of 
worship.” 
Just how far may those redeemed 
through Christ co-operate with those 
who are not? It is presumed that it 





— 
—- 





Comfort for Dark Days 


“As for God, his way is perfect; 
the word of the Lord is tried: he is 
a buckler to all them that trust 
in' him” (2 Sam. 22:31). 























might well have been some so-called 
Christian but false sect to which the 
offer was extended. 

Surely we can go no farther than God 
Himself is willing to go. Co-operation 
means to work together, and the Apos- 
tle Paul, speaking in the Spirit, asks: 
“What concord hath Christ with Belial? 
or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel?” Now an infidel is an unbe- 
liever, who is the antithesis—the exact 
opposite—of the believer in God through 
Christ. Co-operation can be effective 
only between groups of like persuasion. 

There can be no co-operation between 
Christ and Antichrist. The Epistle of 
John says: “Hereby know ye the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God: and every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that 
it should come; and even now already 
is it in the world” (1 John 4:2, 3). 

While we must never forget that God’s 
Chosen People are particularly dear to 
His heart, Judaism is a religion which 
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steadfastly refuses to recognize—not that 
Jesus the man is come in the flesh—but 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son and 
Holy One of God. Therefore it holds 
and furthers the spirit of Antichrist. It 
relies on the Law, and the inspired pur- 
pose of the Epistle to the Hebrews is 
to inform them authoritatively that only 
in Christ is the Law fulfilled, and that 
the Old Covenant must give place to the 
New Covenant in Him. The words of 
Ezekiel, spoken many hundreds of years 
ago, still hold true of Judaism today: 
“Her priests have violated my law, and 
have profaned mine holy things: they 
have put no difference between the holy 
and profane, neither have they shewed 
difference between the unclean and the 
clean . . . and I am profaned among 
them” (22:26). . 

Salvation has no part of the natural; 
it is against nature, which is well sum- 
med up in that “all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” Jesus 
Christ came into the world with power 
over all flesh “that he should give eter- 
nal life to as many as thou [God] hast 
given him. And this is life eternal, that 
they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent” (John 17:2, 3). Jesus said, “No 
man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me”; “Ye must be born again” (John 14: 
6; 3:7). 

The Word of God thus labels Judaism 
as a false belief, which must be treated 
the same as all others which do not give 
the Lord Jesus His rightful place—the 
pre-eminence. A lot of capital is made 
by these false cults of the Fatherhood 
of God and the Brotherhood of Man. 
This is true only in the genetic sense. 
The only common bond between men 
spiritually is their need of the Saviour, 
who came that we might have life, and 
have it more abundantly. But we must 
come on His terms, which are stated 
throughout the Scriptures with no pos- 
sible room for misunderstanding. 

A good many empty statements are 
made as well about® tolerance, which 
is really condescension. Tolerance is 
also contrary to the express command of 
Christ in the Great Commission: it is 
aptly defined as “disinclination to inter- 
fere with others.” To practice it ‘spir- 
itually is callously to leave men in their 
sinful, lost condition. 

Instead of co-operation with opposites 
and tolerance toward damning beliefs, 
Jesus taught love—real love, the love 
of God—and compassion. It. was such 
love that prompted the Apostle Paul 
not to co-operate with unbelieving Jews, 
but to say, “Brethren, my heart’s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved.” We may confi- 
dently assume that Paul’s attitude 
toward Israel was also hig desire and 
prayer for all other unsavéd peoples. 

There is a precious promise connected 
with the injunction to “pray for. the 
peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper 
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that love thee.” But the only real peace 
is “the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding.” 

Jesus gave no command concerning 
co-operation with unbelievers. He did 
expressly command “operation” — not 
with, but toward them: “Go ye there- 
fore,” .He said, “and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded 
you”—not co-operation with sinners, but 
effective operation toward sinners, 

Herein fs, co-operation; but it is be- 
tween Him and His followers in the 
greatest of- all expressions of good will 
toward all men, for He added, “and, lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen.” And well may we 
all add, with full fervor of obedience, 
“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus”! 


we 


Notes on Open Letters 
Keeping Our Children for Christ 


I continue to read and enjoy your 
paper. I am always interested in the 
articles concerning the home, as I 
look forward to the day when I will 
have a Christian home which was 
broken six years ago when I was con- 
verted. 

I have read much‘on Christian homes 
and observed those I know and found 
so little emphasis on planning some- 
thing for the children to do so that 
they won't be attracted to the things 
of the world. One of my daily prayers 
is that God will help parents to bring 
the children up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord and give them 
wisdom to plan things for the children 
that they won’t be attracted to the 
things of the world. 

I have liked the enclosed portion 
of Dr. F. B. Meyer’s “Israel,” and have 
typed and given it to a few that I 
thought needed it. I wish he had 
added “prayer” to “time and thought.” 
I have proved this with our two chil- 
dren, as Saturday after Saturday I 
have waited upon God to know what 
to do with them in the time we have 
together, and have had prayer an- 
swered in a wonderful way, so that 
we have had things to do without con- 
forming to the world. I don’t believe 
they will ever forget the times we 
have had together. 

It may be the Lord will lead you 
sometime to write along these lines 
and use the quotation from Dr. Meyer’s 
book. I hope He does. We certainly 
need much emphasis on this part of 
the Christian home.—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 

In “Israel (A Prince With God) the 
Story of Jacob Retold,” by Dr. F. B. 
Meyer (now out of print), he speaks of 
Jacob settling at Shechem as follows: 

Are not many Christians doing so 
still? They live on the edge of the 
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worid, just on the borderland; far 
enough away to justify a religious pro- 
fession, yet near enough to run into 
it for sweets. They send their chil- 
dren to fashionable schools, that they 
may acquire the false veneer of the 
world, and pass muster in its draw- 
ing rooms. They remove into the fash- 
ionable quarters of a town; and adopt 
a certain style; and throw themselves 
into the swim of all manner of worldly 


_ engagements—that they may get in 


with “society.” They choose their 
Church, their pastimes, their friend- 
ships, on the sole principle ‘of doing 
as others do; and ‘of forming good alli- 
ances for their children. What is all 
this but pitching the tent towards 
Shechem? 

“But what are we to do?” say they; 
“our children must have society; they 
cannot be recluses, or be forever shut 
up in our homes.” But why need we 
cater for them by rushing into the 
world? Are there not plenty of inno- 
cent pastimes, on which worldliness 
has never breathed its withering 
breath? Are there not enough ele- 
ments in the bright social intercourse 
of the family circle; in the play of 
imagination and wholesome _ mertrri- 
ment; in games of skill; in the charms 
of books; in the recital of travel and 
adventure; in the witchery of whole- 
some songs and music; and even in the 
revelations of modern popular science 
—to beguile the hours of long winter 
evenings, without calling in the aid of 
worldly society, whose brightest hours 
leave a sense of vacuity and thirst, 
to say nothing of a positive sting? The 
most earnest’ religion does not debar 
us from manly sports: the swift move- 
ment of the skater over the frozen 
lake; the evening row; the exhilarat- 
ing climb; or from the culture of the 
faculties of art; and music; and im- 
agination; of science and poesy: Surely, 
in all these there is enough to 
brighten Christian homes, without 
grieving the Holy Spirit, or lowering 
their tone. But if parents and guard- 
ians will insist on something more 
exciting and stimulating than these, 
they must reckon on being called upon 
to pay the price. They may have the 
dicebox, the theater, the dance, if they 
will; but they must learn, by sad ex- 
perience, the bitter cost. “He needs 
a long spoon who sups with the Devil.” 
The fact is, it is much easier to give 
these things than to arouse oneself 
to provide something better. The 
something better needs time and 
thought; and staying at home from 
religious meétings, to give it effect; 
but the ultimate benefit will more 
than repay the self-denial. 

We cannot put old heads on young 
shoulders; or our experience into 
young hearts. We must let our chil- 
dren see a brightness in our behaviour 


(Continued on page 93) 
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IV. Am I Rational? 


Five more barricades in the way of acceptance 


of the evolutionary theory 


is the question of the unexplained 
but admitted failure of evolution 
at unexpected and unpredictable times. 

For example, there is no sign of any 
change, either evolutionary or other- 
wise, in plant life. The eoal beds pro- 
vide a definite check on this. Coal is 
carbonated vegetation formed when it 
was submerged and subjected to tre- 
mendous pressure and, consequently, 
tremendous heat. Coal beds are prac- 
tically worldwide in their distribution, 
although they are not always of com- 
mercial extent. This carbonization, 
however, has not always destroyed the 
forms of the basic vegetation. Whole 
tree trunks are frequently found intact. 
I have seen many specimens taken from 
the bituminous mines of southern In- 
diana. I have broken lumps of coal in 
my own basement and found different 
kinds of leaves beautifully outlined and 
perfectly preserved. And these leaves 
are such as might be pulled from a mod- 
ern tree. 

I mentioned the unbridged gulf be- 
tween the animal and vegetable king- 
doms before. Now, accepting the evo- 
lutionary hypothesis, there must have 
been a time in the dim and distant past 
when no such gulf existed, for if life 
was generated from inorganic matter 
then all life must have been so gen- 
erated. Furthermore, this life must have 
developed for ages before the gulf 
formed. Why then did the power that 
had brought it thus far on its journey 
suddenly desert one division but cling 
tenaciously to the other? 


Many Examples of Unchanged Species 


But I see that I have erred. I said 
that this evolutionary process continued 
to govern the animal world tenaciously 
after the division from the vegetable world. 
That is a mistake. There are many ex- 
amples of species in the animal kingdom 
that admittedly have never been changed. 
Lingula, for example, a brachipod which 
is found in the primordial has been un- 
affected in any way, and its character- 
istics are exactly the same today as they 
have been from the earliest specimens 
found. Darwin admits that this is true 
in his “Origin of Species.” If there 
were but one single species that had 
remained unchanged we might, by a 
great stretch of a generous imagination, 
accept it as the exception which proved 
the rule. The fact is that there are 
hundreds of such examples of unchanged 
forms—a fact that is admitted by the 
most ardent evolutionists. How then 
can we accept their statement that cer- 
tain forms have been changed when 


B ‘ete aves Number Eleven: There 


This is the fourth article in a series 
of eight on evolution, taken from a 
36-page booklet of the same title. 
Copies may be obtained at 25 cents 
each or five for $1 from John Ray- 
mond Hand, 112 W. Porter, Oglesby, 
Ill. The author has also written 
other booklets entitled “Am 1d In- 
telligent?” “Revealed Unto Babes,” 
“Did the Axhead Swim?” “Is Hell 
Eternal?” “Is Baptism for the 
Church?” 








there is not a scintilla of evidence to 
support the claim? 


Barricade Number Twelve: There is 
the question suggested in the appearance 
and disappearance of types. 

Fossils of many types have been found 
which are no longer extant. The saber- 
toothed tiger, the mammoth and masto- 
don, and the great dodo are examples 
of such forms once appearing in num- 
bers but no longer found. None of these 
species has disappeared gradually or 
through change of form. Apparently 
they simply ceased to exist. They dis- 
appeared from the stage of life exactly 
as an actor makes his exit into the wings 
of his theater. And the latest fossil 
shows absolutely no difference from the 
earliest. Where did they come from; 
where did they go? 

Professor Lull, in his “Evolution of 
the Earth,” has this to say concerning 
the great dinosaurs: “What was the 
physical cause foér this extinction, which 
is believed to have occurred in the Co- 
manchian, we do not know, for there 
is little evidence of a climatic change. 
So far as our records go, not one dino- 
saur of all the hosts that were, survived 
the Mesozoic, for undoubted post-cretace- 
ous rocks have yielded not a fragment 
of their remains. Why they became 
extinct no one knows.” 

Speaking of the mammals which fol- 
lowed these huge reptiles he says, “They 
are first actually recorded in the upper 
Triassic rocks of three rather remote 
localities, North Carolina, Germany, and 
South Africa, and are already differen- 
tiated in dietary habits. Early in the 
Eocene, however, is suddenly seen the 
vanguard of an army of invaders, none 
of which seem related tc the native 
mammals appearing simultaneously in 
North America and Europe.” 

LeConte, in “Evolution and Its Rela- 
tion to Religious Thought,” says: “A 


species may, indeed, pass out gradually 
and another come in gradually as far 
as number and vigor of individuals are 
concerned, but in specific character they 
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By THE HOOSIER SCHOOLMASTER 


may be said, usually at least, to come 
in suddenly with all their characteristics 
perfect, remain unchanged throughout 
the whole range, and pass out just as 
suddenly at its borders.” 

For this question evolution has no an- 
swer. Yet an answer must be found for 
it before a rational man can accept the 
theory with any degree of credulity. 
Let me state the question in a slightly 
different way. Evolutionists ask us to 
believe that of all the multiplied mil- 
lions of individuals of some two to three 
millions of species that have lived on 
this old earth the only ones that have 
been absolutely lost to research are the 
transitional forms. It amounts to what 
I have said before: the only time evolu- 
tion could have worked was during these 
gulfs between species when as far as 
evidence goes it didn’t work, 


The Question of the Parasites 


Barricade Number Thirteen: There is 
the question suggested by parasites. 

A parasite is an individual of one 
species that depends upon an individual 
of a different species for its living. There 
are two types of parasites, the tempo- 
rary and the stationary. The former 
obtains but a part of its food from its 
host and may live the whole span of 
its life without it. The latter presents 
the real question, however, as it can- 
not live without its host, which is al- 
ways much higher-in the evolutionary 
scale than the parasite. The great Vul- 
ture Bat of South America is an example 
of the stationary parasite. This beast 
can exist only on the blood of an animal 
of the sheep family. Dr. Raymond L. 
Ditmars, curator of the New York Zoo, 
brought five of them to the zoo and 
carried out extensive experiments. He 
found that they would take no food of 
any kind except blood of an animal of 
the sheep family, and then only from 
a live animal. When he attempted 
forcible feeding and other blood the 
specimen died. Head lice are another 
example of this type of parasite. They 
can live only on a hair-growing animal. 
Remove them from their hairy host and 
they die almost immediately. 

Now the question is, How did these 
parasites live before their hosts were 
evolved by the slow and tortuous proc- 
ess of evolution? For in the evolution- 
ary scale the head lice and bats were 
millions of years before the wool-bear- 
ing and hair-growing animals. There 
are literally thousands of these parasi- 
tical forms of life, and without excep- 
tion their host is much higher in the 
biological and evolutionary scale than 
they are. I ask, How did they live be- 
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fore the host came on the scene? .Echo 
answers, How? 


Barricade Number Fourteen: There is 
the question of the pollenization of 
plants. ; 

This is similar to the above barricade, 
yet it is enough different to add weight 
to the evidence against the evolutionary 
hypothesis. Many plants depend for 
their propagation upon pollenization by 
flying insects. The rose, for example, is 
pollenized by the common honeybee, and 
red clover by his larger cousin, the bum- 
blebee. The bee secretes a sticky sub- 
stance on its legs. As it gathers heney 
from the plants the pollen sticks to its 
legs and is transferred to other plants. 
Very well then, how did the roses and 
red clover continue to grow and propa- 
gate before there were any bees? And 
again echo answers, How? 

Barricade Number Fifteen: There is 
the question presented by .the direct 
conflict between the records of history 
and the theories of evolution. 

Evolutionists do not claim that their 
pet theory always represents progress. 
They do claim, however, that the pro- 
gram as a whole represents progressive 
change from simple primitive forms to 
the complex modern forms of life: The 
record of history denies this wherever 
it is possible to make a check. For ex- 
ample, take the actual history of man, 


himself. Evolutionists would have us. 


believe that man as we have him today 
started from some delegate like Pithe- 
canthropus erectus (Dr. Eugene Dubois’ 
discovery mentioned earlier) and gradu- 
ally developed into the modern “homo- 
sap.” They will tell you of the lake 
dwellers, and the cave men, and other 
primitive cultures which have gradually 
changed from savagery to semi-savagery, 
then on to barbarism and semi-barbar- 
ism and semi-civilization, and finally 
civilization. Sometimes I wonder 
whether such a path would. have led 
upward or downward, but that is not 
one of the questions I am consider- 
ing here, 

Now, when we examine the history 
_ of human life ‘we find an entirely differ- 
ent story. The earliest trace of organ- 
ized human life thus far unearthed is 
that discovered by Sir Leonard Wooley 
during his excavation of the ancient 
city of Ur. There he found the tomb 
of Queen Shubad, who lived before the 
Flood. Her relics were below the Flood 
silt which he had discovered there and 
which had almost caused him to aban- 
don the project as completed. Queen 
Shubad represented a civilized culture, 
not savagery or barbarism. You may 
examine these relics in the Museum of 
the University of Pennsylvania, and you 


will be astonished at what they reveal’ 


as to the state of society before the 
Flood. 

Undoubtedly there had been both 
savagery and barbarism before this 
That is not the point. Queen 


queen. 
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Shubad represented a highly civilized 
culture, but her progeny did not even 
hold what she gave them, let alone im- 
prove on it. That section of Mesopo- 
tamia has had a fluctuating experience. 
It has gone from civilization almost to 
the depths of savagery and back again 
five or six times during the more than 
three millennia of recorded history. It 
has been more like a cycle than a long 
uphill climb. 

This sdme thing holds true when we 
look at the history of languages. When 
I was in high school under the influence 
of the evolutionary theory, I was taught 
that language had had a simultaneous 
development with man. The earliest 
language, we were told, had been the 
guttural grunts of some _ half-human 
primordial ancestor such as Pithecan- 
thropus. These grunts through the course 
of years had developed into an isolating 


language. This, in turn, had developed 
into an agglutinative language, and 
finally, into an inflected language. This 


theory has been blown into a cocked 
hat in recent years through archaeolog- 
ical discoveries. Philologists now admit 
that the inflected language is actually 
earlier than either the isolating or agglu- 
tinative. This position is supported by 
the fact that the language spoken by the 
greatest number of people today, the Chi- 
nese, is an isolating tongue, while the 
language having the greatest world 
spread, English, is an agglutinative 
tongue, and the language spoken by the 
most different nationalities, Spanish, is 
an inflected tongue. Surely something 
must have stopped the evolutionary clock 
as far as language is concerned. 

When we look at the history of re- 
ligion we find exactly the same contra- 
diction. Evolutionists have taught that 
the earliest religion was animism. This 
developed into polytheism, then to idol- 
atry, then to trinitarianism, and finally 
to monotheism. In recent years, how- 


Without the Messiah 
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ever, this boat has been completely upset 
by scientists themselves. Queen Shubad 
was a trinitarian, worshiping three gods. 
This was evidently a corruption—not an 
evolution—of the Triune God revealed 
in Genesis 1. Archaeologists now are 
pretty well agreed that the earliest form 
of religion was monotheism, not anim- 
ism. Dr. Stephen M. Langdon, Profes- 
sor of Assyriology at Oxford, sums up 
the latest position of archaeologists as 
well as of anthropdlogists as follows: 
“Monotheism in the Old Testament, 
and Islamic monotheism, were not the 
results of direct evolution from poly- 
theism. It was a false conception of the 
history of religion to suppose that poly- 
theism was necessarily connected with 
low types of culture. In fact, polythe- 
ism was characteristic of the greatest 
cultures of antiquity, but it grew out of 
monotheism, and was only a theological 
interpretation of primitive monotheism. 


“The history of Sumerian religion, 
which was the most powerful religious 
and cultural influence of the ancient 
world, could be traced by means of 
pictographic inscriptions back almost to 
the earliest religious concepts of man. 
The evidence pointed unmistakably to 
an original monotheism. The inscrip- 
tions and literary remains of the oldest 
Semitic peoples also indicated a primi- 
tive monotheism, and the _ totemistic 
origin of Hebrew and other Semitic re- 
ligions is now entirely discredited.” 

There you have the judgment of one 
of the world’s most distinguished author- 
ities. The italics, by the way, are mine. 
You will find the judgment of an eyen 
greater authority in the first phd 5 of 
Genesis. There God, Himself, declares 
that He started things off the way Dr. 
Langdon reports that they started, and 
until man tinkered with the machinery 
they remained that way. ; 


(To be continued) 


The supreme folly of unregenerate man 


OMEONE recently spoke to a Jewish 
shoemaker about the Jews’ need of 
their Messiah. He replied, “We have 
Palestine already without the Messiah.” 
This is a most significant statement. 
It reveals exactly the same mental atti- 
tude that was in the leaders of the Jews 
in Christ’s day. During Christ’s earthly 
ministry, there were three groups among 
the Jews who tried to bring in the 
Kingdom by different methods, and there 
are corresponding groups in all nations 
today who also imagine they will get 
the Kingdom without repentance, and 
without the Messiah. 
The Pharisees thought by keeping the 
Law they would obtain the Kingdom. 
Members of all religions of the world, 


By FREDERICK ERDMAN 


and many in America, think the King- 
dom will come through good works, 
through brotherhood, without the Mes- 
siah, 

The Sadducees, who denied the super- 
natural and the Resurrection and other 
doctrines of the Bible, thought the King- 
dom would come through material prog- 
ress, education, wealth. Today most men, 
including some of our religious and most 
of our political leaders, agree with the 
Sadducees in doctrine, and think the 
millennium will come through progress, 
without the Messiah and without re- 
pentance, 

The Herodians, who thought they 
could obtain the Kingdom by diplomacy, 
by appeasement, and agreements even 
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with the Jews’ worst enemy, Herod, are 
like those who think that peace will 
come today by making concessions to 
the Communist evildoers, but without 
repentance and without the Messiah. 


This same attitude exists today among 
most Jews and Gentiles. All nations 
long for “peace,” “the golden age,” 
“Utopia,” “the millennium,” “the King- 
dom,” “the restoration of all things,” or 
“the regeneration.” The materialistic 
Socialists and even the Communists have 
this same ostensible objective. All ex- 
pect to succeed without repentance and 
without the Messiah. Even many Chris- 
tians, influenced by postmillennial or 
other theories of progress and evolution, 
think that the world will be gradually 
converted before the Messiah comes. 


The final and fatal attempt of the rag- 
ing nations and their rulers against thé 
Lord and against His Messiah is de- 
scribed in the Second Psalm. “Then 
shall he speak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his sore displeasure” 
(v. 5). Contrast this expectation with 
the “blessed hope” of the Church (John 
14:3). “That blessed hope, and the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). 


Some entirely spiritualize the King- 
dom: but men enter the Kingdom, the 
Kingdom does not enter men. This lat- 
ter, modern theory is based on a most 
unfortunate translation of Luke 17:21, 
“The kingdom of God is within you,” 
which is absolutely contrary to fact, be- 
cause the statement was made to the 
Pharisees, whom Christ relegated to per- 
dition. The Kingdom comes with the 
King. A better translation is, “The 
kingdom of God is in the midst of you” 


-* (Luke 17:21, A.S.V., marg.). 


The supreme folly of unregenerate 
man is shown not only in his rejection 
of the Messiah when He “came to seek 
and to save” a lost world, but also in 
his supposing that peace and happiness 
can be attained by the world without 
the promised personal presence of the 
Messiah; without the “King of glory”; 
without the “King of kings and Lord of 
lords”; without Him who created all 
things “in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisfble”; without the “ap- 
pointed heir of all things”; without Him 
who is “the brightness of his [God’s] 
glory, and the express image of his 
person,” who “upholdeth all things by 
the word of his power”; without Him 
who is seated at “the right hand of the 
Majesty on high,” waiting “till his ene- 
mies be made his footstool”; without 
Him who is “coming in the clouds of 
heaven” to set up the Kingdom which 
shall never end. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Christ is not only our pattern but also 
our power, since He enables us to en- 
dure with a like endurance to his own. 
—W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
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Making a Valentine Party Christ Centered 


When you entertain your Primary class of girls 


N HELPING my daughter give a val- 

entine party to her Primary girls, 
I discovered a number of ways to make 
it a really Christ-centered party—ways 
which I thought might be helpful to 
someone else trying to entertain her 
class in a similar fashion. 

Most of the decorations may remain 
the traditional red and white streamers 


and large hearts at the windows, with ’ 


smaller ones on a white paper table- 
cloth. Heart-decorated place cards may 
show not only the children’s names, but 
also some appropriate verse, such as 1 
John 4:19, “We love Him because He 
first loved us.”’ These the children may 
keep and take home. 

On a day dedicated to love, girls par- 
ticularly like to take things home, so 
let them make valentines to take home 
to their mothers. Much of the work 
for these has to be. prepared beforehand. 
From red construction paper cut as many 
large hearts, about three inches across, 
as there are girls in your class. On 
them write out John 3:16 in full. These 
form the pots from which the flowers will 
seem to grow. Have other red hearts 
in a variety of smaller sizes with other 
love texts written on them, such as “God 
is love,” “Love one another,” and “Love 
never faileth”—one of each kind for each 
girl Cut out for each girl a three- 
branched stem from green construction 
paper. With this assortment on a table, 
some paste, and a sample valentine, the 
girls can soon assemble pretty valen- 
tines, using the large hearts as the pots, 
with a three-branched stem and heart- 
shaped “tulips” growing from each. 

If your class of girls has been learn- 
ing Bible verses, a game of scrambled 
verses will prove interesting. Here 
again, preparation must be made in ad- 
vance. Perhaps some of the young peo- 
ple in your church can help you with 
this. Print the verses on red hearts. 
Then with an irregular cut, divide the 
hearts into two segments, so that a part 
of the verse appears on each segment. 

Half of the segments are placed on one 
table and half on another. Each child 
should take one segment from one table 
and then go to the other table to match 
this piece with a segment to be found 
there. There should be enough verses 
so that each child will end up with a 
whole heart. These puzzles may also be 
taken home. 

Other presents for this party can be 
Wordless Books prepared from four 
hearts cut from black, red, white, and 
yellow paper. Each of these is folded 
vertically down the center, and half of 
each pasted to half of the next color 
in the order just given, to make a book. 
As the song given below is sung, a whole 





By MOLLY ALICE PAUL 


heart of one color is exposed, then by 
turning a page a heart of the next color 
is exposed. The children in our Sunday 
school are all familiar with the song for 
the Wordless Book, which goes: 

My heart was black with sin 

(show black heart) 

Until the Saviour came in. 

His precious blood, I know 

(show red heart) 

Has washed it white as snow. 

(show white heart) 

And in His Word, I'm told, 

I'll walk the streets of gold. 

(show yellow heart) 

What a wonderful, wonderful day, 

When He washed my sins away. 

. (show white heart again) 

The red page of the Wordless Book 
can be used for another song that can 
be taught the children upon this occa- 
sion. At my daughter’s party they 
learned it very easily and sang it in Sun- 
day schoo] on the next day. It is sung 
to the tune: “Have You Any Room for 
Jesus?” 

Won't you give your heart to Jesus? 

Not a paper valentine. 

(Child holds up red heart and shakes * 

head) 

Jesus wishes you to love Him, 

Wants to tell you, “You are mine”; 

Wants you sorry that you're naughty, 

Wants to wash away your sin. 

Won't you give your heart to Jesus? 

Say, “Lord Jesus, enter in.” 

A popular hymn game can be changed 
into a valentine game by using a heart 
decorated handkerchief for a blindfold. 
Only make sure the children know the 
hymns used. An appropriate and well- 
known one is, “Jesus Loves Me.” The 
children form a circle with the blind- 
folded child in the center. The circle, 
singing the song, goes round and round 
the girl in the center till she points 
at one. Thereupon everyone stands still 
and stops singing, except the designated 
child. She must continue the song as 
a solo, while the child in the center has 
one guess as to who is the singer. If 


‘ she succeeds, the singer becomes “it,” 


and the game continues. 

The refreshments can be simple, yet 
in keeping with the occasion. Ice cream 
with red heart-shaped centers can be 
purchased on Valentine’s Day. A simple 
“bought” cake with white icing can be 
changed into a fancy valentine cake by 
decorating it with little heart-shaped 
red candies. Strawberry jam on plain 
heart-shaped cookies, marshmallows in 
the cocoa, and plates of red and white 
mint hearts complete the feast. After 
the blessing by the teacher, the children 
my sing the well-known chorus: 

Thank You,: Lord, for saving my soul, 

Thank You, Lord, for making me whole, 


Thank You, Lord, for giving to me 
Thy great salvation so rich and free. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 13. NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 
John 3:1-21; 10: 7-16; Acts 16:19-34; 2 Corinthians 5:17; printed text, John 3:5-7; Acts 16:25-34,; 2 Corinthians 5:17 
Golden Text.—I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.—John 10:10 


John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not _ I said = en, Ye saan be born again. 

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas wien and 
sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 

26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately 
all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed. 

27 And the keeper of the prison’ awaking out of his sleep, 
and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and 
would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
been fled. 


29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 

30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved? 

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and 
to all that were in his house. 

33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, 
straightway. 

34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set 
meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all 
his house. 

2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 


28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no 


harm: for we are all here. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

"Tis life, whereof our nerves are scant, 

Oh life, not death, for which we pant; 

More life, and fuller, that I want. 

So wrote Tennyson, one of our great- 
est English poets, and it is surely ex- 
pressive of the desire of the human 
heart. Youth wants to “see life,” and 
whatever promises to give them that 
subtle satisfaction they will follow. But 
life as the natural man knows it is one 
big round of disillusionment. It is re- 
ported that the last words of Lionel 
Barrymore, great actor son of a great 
actor father, were the woeful lines of 
Shakespeare: 

Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player 

That struts and frets his hour upon the 

stage 

And then is seen no more: it is a tale 

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 

Signifying nothing. 

Is there an answer to this longing, a 
cure for this frustration? The Lord 
Jesus offers Himself as the answer, the 
cure. “I am come,” He declares, “that 
they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
What is His method? Not improved 
environment, not new thrills in the realm 
of sense, not immunity from trouble, 
but a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17), by a 
new birth (John 3:7), living in a new 
realm, the Kingdom of God (John 3:5), 
with a new quality of life, eternal life 
(John 3:36), in a new relation with God, 
as sons (John 1:12), sustained by a new 
prospect, the blessed hope (Titus 2:13). 

This is the Christian answer. “This 
is life eternal, that they might know 


become new. 
% 5 J b 4 


thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). 


Verse by Verse 

John 3:5.—“Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” An enlarge- 
ment on verse 3, indicating the means 
by which the new birth takes place, See 
Topics for Development. Man, in his 
natural state, which is a sinful state, has 
no place in the Kingdom of God. 


Verse 6.—“That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit.” “Flesh” here 
stands for fallen human nature. The 
nature we inherit by generation is the 
sinful nature, and no matter how re- 
fined or religious it may be, it is still 
the old sinful nature. Only that which 
springs from the operation of the Holy 
Spirit belongs to the spiritual realm. 


Verse 7.—“Ye must be born again.” 
A man trained in spiritual truth ought 
to have no difficulty in fecognizing that 
the “flesh” cannot be changed to “spirit” 
by a series of improvements. Only by 
a divine operation so drastic that it can 
be described only as being “born from 
above” can a man enter the Kingdom 
of God. 


Acts 16:25.—“Paul and Silas prayed, 
and sang... the prisoners heard them.” 
Remember that their backs were bleed- 
ing from the beating (v. 23), and they 
were in the stocks—not altogether a 
comfortable position!—and in the “inner 
prison,” cold, unlighted, unventilated. 
To sing there was indeed a triumph of 
grace, and the listening prisoners must 
have been amazed, 


Verse 26.—“. . . a great earthquake 
. the doors were opened, and every 
one’s bands were loosed.” The earth- 
quake could account for the shaking of 
the foundations and the opening of the 
doors, but hardly for the loosing of the 
“bands.” That was part of the total 
miracle, 


Verse 27.—“And the keeper .. . would 
have killed himself, supposing that the 
prisoners had been fled.” Like a good 
old Roman he reckoned it was more 
honorable to inflict the punishment of 
death on himself than to have the sen- 
tence passed upon him by a tribunal. 
It was a question of his life for the 
lives of his prisoners. 


Verse 28.—“Do thyself no harm: for 
we are all here.” Perhaps the opened 
doors made it possible for Paul to see 
the jailer in the dim light, or perhaps 
he heard the despairing cry of the jailer 
and suspected his intention. What re- 
strained the other prisoners from mak- 
ing a dash for freedom? 


Verse 29.—“. . . called for a light... 
came trembling, and fell down before 
Paul and Silas.” A light would be 
needed in the inner prison at any time, 
not to say midnight. How suddenly 
things have changed! Many a prisoner 
had trembled before this hard Roman, 
but now he is trembling and prostrate 
before these two prisoners who sang 
where others would be groaning. 


Verse 30.—“Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” Doubtless the jailer had heard 
something of the apostle’s message, per- 
haps while he was superintending their 
safe housing in the inner prison. Now, 
through these acts of God, he is seized 
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with conviction of the truth, and asks 
the way of salvation. 

Verse 31.—“Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house.” The strange events had 
brought the jailer’s household to the 
scene, and. Paul happily included them 
in his great answer to the sinner’s ques- 
tion. 

Verse 32.—“And they spake unto him 
the word of the Lord .. .” The great 
statement of verse 31 did not stand alone. 
It was accompanied by clear instruction. 
That is an important matter for all who 
would engage in the work of evangelism. 

Verse 33.—“. . . washed their stripes; 
and was baptized . . .” Faith was already 
expressing itself in good works, By this 
they demonstrated their fitness for bap- 
tism. How wonderful to see an entire 
family responding to the Gospel! 

Verse 34.—“. . . set meat before them, 
and rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
house.” After being treated as particu- 
larly dangerous prisoners, the apostles 
are now guests of honor, and all are 
rejoicing together in the salvation of 
God. 

2 Cor. 5:17.—“. . . in Christ ,.. new 
creature: old things are passed away 
... become new.” In John 3 the great 
change is described as a new birth, 
here as a new creation. Conversion is 
not mere improvement, it is complete 
renewal. 


The Heart of the Lesson . 

The great renewal which takes place 
when a sinner comes to Christ is ex- 
pressed in three ways in our lesson por- 
tions. 

In His conversation with Nicodemus, 
our Lord indicates that the sinner’s great 
need is to be “born again.” It is im- 
portant .to remember that the one to 
whom Jesus addressed these words was 
not a sinner of the common variety. He 
was cultured, learned; religious, morally 
upright, sincere, open-minded, and in 
high repute among his fellow Jews. Yet 
te him Jesus said, “Ye must be born 
again.” All these excellent qualities in 
Nicodemus had not touched his basic 
need. All the polishing in the world 
will not turn brass into gold, and all 
the education and refinement and re- 
ligion and morality in the world will not 
transform a sinner into a_ saint, nor 
“flesh” into “spirit.” Since we are sin- 
ners by nature, we need something that 
will not simply check and control that 
sinful nature, but will introduce a new 
nature. “Ye must be born again,” born 
from above, born of the Spirit. Without 
this, the most intelligent, the most 
learned, “cannot see the kingdom of 


God,” nor the most religious enter into 
it. This is, of course, a divine operation, 
the work of the Holy Spirit. 

The Philippian jailer in his question, 
and the apostles in their answer, used 
another expression. 


“What must I do 
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Last Week's Lesson 


6. February 6.—The Grace of God. 
Luke 15:11-24; Ephesians 2:1-10; 
Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 4:10 


Next Week’s Lesson 


8. February 20.—The Church and Its 

Sacraments (Ordinances). Mat- 

thew 3:13-17; 26:26-28; 28:19, 20; 

Acts 2:38-41; 10:34-48; 1 Corin- 
thians 11:23-29 








to be saved?”—“Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
Saved! That implies a condition from 
which we must be saved. What is that 
condition? I teach my students that it 
is a ‘fivefold condition which calls for 
Salvation: guilt, depravity, alienation, 
judgment, and helplessness. I add the 
last to enforce the fact that we are 
powerless to correct the other four. It 
must be done for us. We do not save 
ourselves. We “are saved.” All we do 
is “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
which means that we trust Him to do 
what we cannot do for ourselves. On 
the ground of His redemptive sacrifice, 
He answers our guilt with pardon and 
cleansing, our depravity with the im- 
partation of a new nature, our aliena- 
tion with complete reconciliation, our 
judgment with justification, and our 
helplessness with the enabling of the 
Holy Spirit. But who can say in one 
paragraph all that it means to be saved? 

Paul gives us the third definition of 
the great change which Christ makes 
in the believing sinner. “He is a new 
creature [creation].” “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth” 
(Gen. 1:1). Again, “God created man 
in his own “image, in the image of God 
created he him” (Gen, 1:27)... It has 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
O WHOM did the Lord Jesus speak 
about the necessity of beihg born 
again? 

2. What kind of man was he to whom 
Jesus said, “Ye must be born again”? 

3. How did Jesus answer the question, 
“How can a man be born when he is 
old?” 

4. Why is the new birth necessary? 

5. How did Paul and Silas react to 
their beating and imprisonment in Phi- 
lippi? 

6. What conditions constitute man’s 
need of ‘salvation? 

7. How did the Philippian jailer show 
the reality of his faith? 

8. What made the converted jailer’s 
cup of joy overflow? 

9. How did the Philippian jailer pass 
from trembling to rejoicing? ; 

10. How does Jesus differ from other 
“life” teachers? 


( Answers on page 93) 
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been pointed out that different words 
are used to describe the operations of 
God in Genesis 1. One of these (bara’) 
is “to credte,” a word which is used 
only of a work of God. Now, while the 
Greek word translated creature (ktisis) 
in 2 Corinthians 5:17 does not necessarily 
emphasize the operation of God as does 
the Hebrew bara’, yet Paul’s usage of 
it very definitely carries that. emphasis. 
The man in Christ is not,just a reformed 
man, but a man in whom God has done 
a new work of creation. He who before 
was dead in sin is now “created in right- 
eousness and true holiness” (Eph. 4:24). 
All life is new, in its essential quality, 
in its outlook, in its expression. “Old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A Christian is born again (John 3:5-7) 

2. A Christian is saved (Acts 16:31) 

3. A Christian is a new creature (2 Cor. 
5:17) 


Topics for Development 

“Born of Water and of the Spirit.” 
This verse (John 3:5) has been the sub- 
ject of much debate. Men have viewed 
it generally in keeping with their theo- 
logical background. Those who incline 
to the sacramental view see here a ref- 
erence to baptism. These might be 
divided into two groups: those who 
frankly hold to baptismal regeneration 
(namely, that baptism is an efficient 
cause of the new birth), and those who 
believe that this refers to baptism as 
the outward symbol! of that which is in- 


\ wardly wrought by the Holy Spirit. 


Others regard the “water” of John 3:5 
as referring to the Word of God as the 
instrument which the Holy Spirit uses 
in regeneration. Those who hold this 
view appeal to 1 Peter'1:23, where the 
Word is said to be the means of regen- 
eration; -and to Ephesians 5:26, where 
the phrase, “the washing of water by 
the word,” makes the connection very 
close. 

Still others center their interpretation 
around the meaning of the word “and” 
(kai in the Greek). This little word 
does not always join together two dif- 
ferent objects. It frequently brings to- 
gether two descriptions of the same ob- 
ject. In these latter cases it could be 
translated “even.” So John 3:5 might 
read, “Except a man be born of water, 
even of the Spirit,” where the “water” 
is explained as being “the Spirit.” In 
support of this use of “and” in this place, 
there is the' fact that water is actually 
one of the Biblical symbols of the Holy 
Spirit, as in John 7:38, 39. So in Titus 
3:5, “the washing of regeneration” is in 
fact the same thing as the “renewing of 
the Holy Ghost.” 

Since the present writer does not re- 
gard baptism as an efficient means of 
regeneration, he rejects the first of the 
above interpretations, but sees value in 
any of the others. 














88 (8) 


Practical Applications 

As a bath will not turn a pig into a 
sheep, so reformation will not change a 
sinner into a saint. 

Born a sinner, die a sinner; reborn 
a saint, live forever a saint. 

As patches do not make an old suit 
new, so our old nature does not become 
new by self-improvement. 

Good works do not produce salvation 
(Acts 16:31), but salvation produces 
good works (v. 33). 

Faith (Acts 16:31) is the short corri- 
dor from fear (v. 29) to rejoicing (v. 34). 

The divine intention in creation (Gen. 
1:27) is realized in the new creation (2 
Cor. 5:17; Col. 3:10). 


Golden Text 

‘John 10:10.—*. , . I am come that they 
might have life . . . more abundantly.” 
Other teachers have offered a way of 
living, but only the Lord Jesus Christ 
has life to offer. Others have taught 
us to tap our own inward resources, but 
Christ becomes the source of new and 
full life to all who believe on Him, 


E_muurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMns 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 

“A Ruler Once Came to Jesus by Night” 
“Let the Beauty of Jesus Be Seen in Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
gracious Father, whose goodness has 
given us the many blessings of the Gos- 
pel, we thank Thee for our Saviour 
and the new life He gives those who 
open their he to Him. May our 
lives show His presence and control 
more fully with every passing day that 
His beauty may be seen in us. May the 
sending out of Thy Word today draw 
many to Christ and a new life. Make 
ours a land of Christian homes and our 
nation distinguished for its observance 
of Christian standards. Guide our rulers 
and all people of influence in this and 
other lands that they may do Thy will 
and promote justice and mercy, Chris- 
tian faith and conduct. Show mercy to 
the sick of our homes and to all who in 
any place suffer wrong or lack life’s 
necessities. Spread the Gospel among 
those who have yet to hear it, and make 
us diligent in doing what we can to make 
our Saviour known. Forgive all that is 
unworthy of Thee in our lives, and give 
us fresh cleansing and inward re- 
newal just now, for our Saviour’s sake, 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—The difference it 
makes when someone receives new life 
from Christ is seen in the Philippian 
jailer. Old things certainly passed away 
and all things became new for him 
when he turned to the Lord Jesus, Paul 
and Silas were suffering from the cruel 
beating they had been given when they 
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were put in his charge. But the jailer 
was not concerned. He just thrust them 
into the inner dungeon and clamped 
their feet in the stocks and left them. 
But after his conversion he washed their 
Stripes, took them into his house, and 
gave them food. When the jailer asked 
how to be saved, Paul did not say, “Show 
us a little kindness: wash our bleeding 
backs, relieve our sufferings, and the 
salvation of your soul will take care of 
itself.” Instead he told him to trust 





HEART 


comes CHRIST IN THE tire 


Christ as his Saviour. But notice that 
after the jailer had turned to the Lord 
Jesus, he did wash their stripes and 
treat them with loving consideration. 
Trust in Christ put him right with God, 
but it did more. It changed his heart 
so that the old, hard, pitiless spirit de- 
parted and he began to love his neigh- 
bor as himself. 

The proof of anyone’s really having 
new life from Christ is in the new atti- 
tude toward others that follows and the 
Christlike love and concern for others 
that results. No professed conversion 
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can be counted as real unless it results 
in a change to Christian attitudes and 
conduct. If Christ is really in the heart, 
His presence and influence will show 
itself in the life. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Bosy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit .. .” (John 3:5).—Because a 
man (literally, anyone) cannot see or 
enter the Kingdom of God apart from 
being born again, it is apparent that 
the subject of regeneration is of para- 
mount importance, and must be given 
proper attention. 

The Saviour, in saying, “Ye must be 
born again,” allows of no exceptions. 
Why is such a radical change absolutely 
necessary? Because man is a fallen be- 
ing. 

“Man’s nature inherited from Adam is 
corrupt. He is not indeed ‘totally de- 


_ praved’ in degree of evil, but he is so 


in that no part of his being has wholly 
escaped the poisonous leaven of inherent 
sin. Mind, heart, conscience, imagina- 


HOW TO “BELIEVE ON”! 





“BELIEVE ON the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) 
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Lesson for February 13 


tion, emotion, will, and moral nature are 
all to some extent depraved by indwell- 
ing sin” (Geo, F, French). 

The next question will naturally be, 
“What did the Lord mean when He 
spoke of being born of water and of the 
Spirit?” (At this point, allow me to say 
I have been baptized; hence what I am 
about to say must not be interpreted to 
mean the belittling of the significant 
rite of baptism.) 

Baptism in Holy Scripture is referred 
to as a burial. For example, “Buried 
with him in baptism . . .” (Col. 2:12). 
Would the Lord use a burial to illus- 
trate a birth? 

The Bible is its own interpreter. 
Hearken to its use of the word “water” 
in Ephesians 5:26 (A.S.V.); “that he 
might sanctify it [the Church], having 
cleansed it by the washing of water with 
the word.” The Lord Himself said, “Now 
are ye clean through the word which I 
have spoken unto you” (John 15:3). 


The Apostle Peter said, “Ye have puri- 
fied your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit .. .” And he goes 
on to say, “Being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God... . And this is 
the word which by the gospel is preached 
unto you” (1 Pet. 1:22-25). 

Putting it simply, when a person hears 
and believes the Gospel of the death of 
Christ for our sins, and His resurrec- 
tion for our justification, the Spirit of 
God causes that incorruptible seed to 
germinate in that believer’s heart, and 
he is regenerated, or born from above. 

Bishop John Taylor Smith was once 
preaching in a large cathedral on the 
text, “Ye must be born again.” In the 
course of his preaching, he said: “My 
dear people, do not substitute anything 
for the new birth. You may be a mem- 
ber of a church, even the great church 
of which I am a member, the historic 
Church of England, but church mem- 
bership is not new birth, and ‘except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.’ The rector was sitting 

his left. Pointing to him, the bishop 
said, “You might be a clergyman like 
my friend the rector here and not he 
born again.” On his left sat also the 
archdeacon. Pointing directly at him, 
the bishop said, “You might even be an 
archdeacon like my friend in his stall, 
and not be born again, and ‘except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.’ You might even be a 
bishop, like myself, and not be born 
again .. .” 

A day or so later, he received a letter 
from the archdeacon, in which he wrote: 
“My dear Bishop: You have found me 
out. I have been a clergyman for over 
thirty years, but I have never known 
anything of the joy that Christians speak 
of. I never could understand it. Mine 
has been hard, legal service. I did not 
know what was the matter with me, but 
when you pointed directly at me and 
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said, ‘You might even be an archdeacon 
and not be born again,’ I realized in a 
moment what the trouble was. I had 
never known anything of the new birth.” 

He went on to say he was wretched 
and miserable, had been unable to sleep 
all night, and begged for a conference, 
if the Bishop could spare the time to 
talk with him. 

“Of course, I could spare the time,” 
Said the Bishop, “and the next day we 
got together over the Word of God and 
after some hours we were both on our 
knees, the archdeacon taking his place 
before God as a poor, lost sinner and 
telling the Lord Jesus he would trust 
Him as His Saviour. From that time 
on, everything was different!” 


“I am come that they might have life 
-” (John 10:10).—Did the Saviour 
mean that He came to a literal cemetery 
filled with dead bodies? No, but He did 
come to a spiritual one, so to speak. 
People were dead in trespasses and sins 
(Eph. 2:1). And persons living in pleas- 
ure are dead while they live (1 Tim. 
5:6). A person can have a name to live 
and still be dead (Rev. 3:1). 

The Saviour who is “the life” came 
that we might have life through Him. 
He laid down His life for us and took 
it again in resurrection. Now, eternal 
life is God’s free gift in Christ Jesus. 
“He that hath the Son hath the life; he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not 
the life” (1 John 5:12, A.S.V.). 

That life manifests itself in love to 
the brethren; in worship, in service, in 
prayer, in suffering for Christ’s sake, in 
sacrifice, in obedience to the will of 
God. Christ is our life; hence each be- 
liever can say, “I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I that 
live, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal 
2:20, A.S.V.). 

“And he took them the same hour 
of the night, and washed their stripes 
.- -” (Acts 16:33).—The jailer at Phi- 
lippi is an example of what we have 
been considering. He discovered he was 
a sinner in need of the Saviour. He 
asked the way of salvation; and was told 
it was by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He believed, and became a new creature 
in Christ Jesus. Immediately the new 
life became operative in him. He now 
loved the very Christians whom a short 
time before he had thrust into an inner 
cell. He washed their stripes, he was 
baptized, he set meat before Paul and 
his fellow laborer. And he “rejoiced, 
believing in God with all his house.” 
Old things had certainly passed away, 
and all things became new! 


Wawona, CAuir. 
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When we grasp the fact of a risen 
Christ, we look back upon all the story 
of His birth, His lowly life, His death 
of shame, and see a new meaning in it, 
and new reasons for triumph and for 
wonder.—Dr. Alexander Maclaren. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class - 


AY, fellows, let’s begin with our 

Lord’s own statement of why He 
came to this world. One may reasonably 
wonder why He, the Son of God, would 
leave His throne in Glory where all 
is pure and beautiful and come down 
to the sinful earth, knowing that He 
would be rejected and cruelly treated— 
even put to death on a cross. It is 
something unique in all the world’s his- 
tory. This is what He said, as recorded 
in John 10:10: “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” 

And He was as good as His word, for 
wherever He went new life was imparted 
by Him to all who had faith in Him 
to receive it. Poor, disease-racked lep- 
ers looked with joy upon their restored 
bodies; the blind for the first time saw 
with their eyes the beauties of nature 
and the faces of their loved ones; tle 
deaf had their ears unstopped and heard 
music and the voices of their friends 
for the first time; and poor, condemned 
sinners learned that there was forgive- 
ness to be had for the asking. Physically, 
these unfortunates had never known 
what normal life was until Jesus in His 
great compassion and the word of His 
power touched and healed them. Now, 
because of the great Life-Giver, they 
knew. 

But of far greater importance was the 
new spiritual life which He gave, for 
that was eternal. It is interesting to note 
that whatever Jesus did (and whatever 
He does today) was full and complete. 
When by the word of His power He healed 
one of his sickness or lameness or blind- 
ness or dumbness, the patient was made 
whole. That can only mean that the 
sufferer was completely cured. It was 
not a partial recovery. There is noth- 
ing lacking in what the Great Physician 
does for you. The transformation is a 
complete one. 

One mistake we make is asking for 
life on the installment plan, when our 
Lord is ready and wanting to give us 
right now an abundant life, richer and 
fuller than we dare to imagine. Dealers 
are offering an expensive television set 
for “one dollar down and five dollars 
a month until paid for.” But just let 
a few payments lapse and the man will 
be at your door to take it back. Our 
Lord does not do business that way. He 
lets you.take it home to keep; and while 
you enjoy it your happiest experience 
will be in finding ways to pay back, 
though you will never be able to pay 
it all. God so loved the world that He 
gave His beloved Son—and that Son 
came to give us the life abundant and 
eternal. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


| peamgel thing this morning we'll. have 
the papers you girls have written on 
what your Christian life means to you. 

“I am thankful that the Lord saved 
me, even dying on the cross for me, 
and now I’m happy with Him.”—Rose. 

“I know it was the Lord who kept us 
from having a bad accident when our 
car skidded on the slippery pavement. 
I had my head cut, but we might all 
have been killed.”—Mildred. 

“Since I was saved the Lord has 
helped me to be a better person. Often 
He helps me not to get mad and blow 
my top.”—Lee Anna. 

“God has changed my life. He helps 
me to obey my parents better, He makes 
me want to help other people. He 
helps me when I’m in trouble, and He 
helps me do: right. He answers my 
prayers, too.”—Judy. 

“Since Jesus came into my heart has 


9U 





—_ 


Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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been the happiest part of my life. He 
has answered most of my prayers and 
the ones He hasn’t, He will if He thinks 
it is best. The Lord has made me hap- 
pier and also has made me a better girl, 
and I want to serve Him.”—Connie. 


Thank you, girls. I like your papers 
very much. It really does make a dif- 
ference when we know the Lord! Sev- 
eral of you mentioned the Lord’s help 
in keeping you from sin. Let’s read our 
Bible Study Card,! noticing especially 
number 6. “What cleanses a Christian’s 
way?” Answer, “Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word” 
(Psa. 119:9). A girl’s life, of course, is 
cleansed in the same way, by paying 
attention to the Word of God. The Bible 
teaches us what we should do and what 
we should not do. When we are born 
again, we want to obey God’s Word be- 
cause we love God. 

Who can quote today’s Golden Text? 
(“I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly.”"—John 10:10.) At college I had 
a professor who told us one morning 
that he was going to use a Bible text 
for his lecture that day. Then he said, 
“The greatest Teacher of all once said, 
‘I am not come that they might. have 
life, but that they might have it more 
abundantly.’” What serious mistake did 
he make in quoting it? (He put the 
word “not” into the verse, and changed 
the “and” to “but.”) Right. And he 
went on to say that a teacher’s job was 
not to give life—the children have that 
already—but to enrich their lives; that 
is, to help them live more abundantly. 
So his mistake was hot accidental. He 
really thought that was what Jesus had 
said, and no one else in the class seemed 
to know that his quotation was incor- 
rect and gave the wrong meaning. This 
professor did not realize that the Lord 
Jesus was talking about the new life, 
spiritual life, which He alone can give, 
not about enriching the natural life I 
want us all to know this verse, John 
10:10, so well that we'll be sure to know 
if anyone misquotes it. I’ve written it 
on the board and you can take turns 
erasing a word or two while we all say 
it together. As we repeat it, let us em- 
phasize the am. Jesus said, “I am come 
that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly.” 


Now turn to John 3:1-7. In these 
seven verses the Lord Jesus teaches the 
necessity of the new birth. We have no 
spiritual life until we have been born 
again. Turn to 1 John 5:11. If Jesus 
had not come to save us, none of us 
could ever have had eternal life! But 
some of us here this morning do have 
eternal life. How did we get it? (By 
receiving Christ as our Saviour.) Right. 
(Bring to class an envelope on which 
is written, “The Lord Jesus Christ.” In- 
side have a paper with the words “Eter- 
nal life” written on it.) Do you see this 
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envelope I have here this morning on 
which is written “The Lord Jesus 
Christ”? Let this envelope stand for 
Him. Who would like to take this en- 
velope? Now look inside and see what 
else you received when you accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (Eternal life.) Right. 
Now read 1 John 5:11 again, and also 
verse 12. Do you see how simple it is? 
If you have received Christ into your 
heart, you have eternal life. If you 
have not received Him, you do not have 
that new life. When a girl has received 
new life in Christ, she is changed. Some 
of you have indicated ways in which you 
are changed. 

Acts 16 tells about the conversion of 
the Philippian jailer. You remember 
Paul and Silas were arrested because 
Paul had cast a demon out of a poor 
slave girlk The men who had made 
their living out of her stirred up the 
people against Paul and Silas. Read 
Acts 16:22-24, noticing especially the 
jailer’s actions. What word do you see 
there which shows that the jailer was 
more unkind than he needed to be? 
(He thrust them into the inner prison.) 
Right. It does not say put them in, he 
thrust them down into the lowest dun- 
geon. Now read verses 25 to 34 to see 
what, happened to the jailer. (He got 
saved.) Yes, he was saved in the dead 
of night, right after an earthquake! Yet 
how quickly his life was changed! What 
did he do that proves this? (He washed 
their stripes, then was baptized. He 
brought Paul and Silas into his house 
and set food before them. He rejoiced.) 
Yes, he had been a hard, rough man. 
Now he is kind, considerate, and gen- 
erous. Such a change could not have 
taken place overnight if he had not re- 
ceived new life in Christ. 

Let’s say our Golden Text once more. 
The Lord Jesus came to give us life, 
and He wants us to have it more abun- 
dantly. That means, He wants us to 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Him. What will help us do this?) Study- 
ing the Bible. The Holy Spirit’s teach- 
ing.) Good. If we have been saved 
a year, we should be better and happier 
than we were a year ago. And if the 
Lord tarries till next year, our lives 
should be fuller and richer than they 
are now. They will be, if we study our 
Bibles under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, 
and then do the things we learn there. 

How about ending our study together 
this morning with: the chorus, “Things 
Are Different Now.” (In “Youth Sings,” 





Praise Book Publications, Saratoga, 
Calif.) 
1The Scripture catechism cards, ‘Bible 


Study,” are twenty cents a dozen, postpaid, 
and may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Box 717, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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Lesson for February 13 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
God Is Not Silent.—I am come that 

they might have life (John 10:10, 
Golden Text). “You are angry,” said 
a Negro fellow traveler to Dan Craw- 
ford, et the end of a fifteen-mile trek 
in the tall grass of Central Africa. “Why 
do you say so?” asked Crawford. “Be- 
cause you are silent,” was the reply. 
“Tell me more about it.” “In our lan- 
guage, we say that if a man is silent 
he is angry. This is why we know God 
is angry—because He is silent,” an- 
swered the black man. The intrepid 
missionary was cut to the heart. “God 
is silent!” He opened his Testament 
and read to the man the first verse of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. Much more, 
he went to work at translating the New 
Testament into the language of his Cen- 
tral African brother,.and at building 
schools where the people might be 
taught to read the word which God had 
spoken in Christ nearly two thousand 
years before. God was not silent. But 
the messengers to whom He had com- 
mitted His Good News had been slow 
to tell it, as He had bidden them to do, 
unto the ends of the earth—From 
“Vision and Power.” Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Citizenship in Heaven.—Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God 
(John 3:5). Pilgrims need passports. 
For many years they have been required 
of travelers entering most countries, and 
it never has ‘been possible to go from 
earth to Heaven without one. A passport 
is “a document issued by the gov- 
ernment of a country to one of its ¢iti- 
zens or subjects, certifying to his nation- 
ality.” During his many years of serv- 
ice in Belgium, Ralph Norton kept his 
American citizenship by renewing his 
passport at regular intervals. It is a 
striking fact that this document, so im- 
portant to Mr. Norton on earth, expired 
on the day of his operation. But it 
was fast losing its value in his eyes, for 
he was no longer “mindful of that coun- 
try from whence he came out,” and his 
face was turned eagerly toward “a bet- 
ter country, that is, an heavenly.” Long 
before he needed an American passport 
he had, by faith, “and without money 
and without price,” obtained his pass- 
port to that Better Country, which never 
needed to be renewed; he had, for many 
years, been able to say, “My citizenship 
is in heaven.” A few weeks after his 
operation, Mr. Norton, bearing his pass- 
port signed by the Sovereign of his 
own Homeland, triumphantly crossed 
the Frontier—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 
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Better Conditions Not Sufficient.— 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit (John 3:6). Once when former 
President Theodore Roosevelt was frav- 
eling in the West, he visited a Navajo 
Indian reservation. Observing the piti- 
able, poverty-stricken condition of some 
of the Indians, Colonel] Roosevelt in- 
quired of a veteran missionary, who had 
labored among the Indians for years: 
“Don’t you think, my good man, that if 
you would provide these Indians with 
better dwellings, better clothes, and bet- 
ter conditions generally, it would be 
easier for you to reach them with your 
Gospel?” The aged missionary answered 
Roosevelt with a question of his own, 
“Suppose,” said he, “that when the prod- 
igal son was in a far country, in dirt, 
in rags, and hungry, someone had given 
him new wearing apparel and a bag 
full of money! How soon do you think, 
Colonel, he would have returned to his 
father’s house?” Without a moment’s 
hesitation, Teddy Roosevelt replied in 
his vigorous way: “Never! Never!” 
Christian charity, no matter how sym- 
pathetic and sacrificial, is not sufficient. 
It is the message of God's redeeming 
love in Christ that cleanses men’s hearts, 
bestows life eternal, and makes them 
free—From the Pilgrim, edited by E. 
Schuyler English. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


“I Would Rather Sing.”—And at mid- 
night Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises unto God (Acts 16:25). A brave 
little girl was taken to a doctor for a 
minor, but for the moment, a painful 
operation. When all was ready the 
kindly doctor said, “This will hurt, but 
you may cry and scream as much as 
you please.” The little girl looked up 
at him, smiling, and said, “I would rather 
sing,” which she did with her sweet, 
childish voice, and went through her 
brief ordeal without sigh, groan, or tear. 
It seems to us that, in hard days, it 
would be a great gain if Christians 
learned to sing. In the Bible and 
through the Christian centuries, singing 
has beef an important feature of noblest 
living. It is beautiful to be Christian 
enough to sing, especially when the 
heart is heavy. When hard things come 
and sorrows press, we can change all 
by prayer and songs of praise to God. 
If things hurt, it is better not to cry 
or scream, but.rather, like the little girl, 
to sing—From the Presbyterian. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Too Late!—What must I do to be 
saved? (Acts 16:30.) Many years ago, 
Ebenezer Wooton, an earnest evangelist, 
was_conducting a series of services on 
the village green at Lidford Brook. The 
last meeting had been held, and as the 
evangelist was leaving, a young fellow 
approached him and asked, casually 
rather than earnestly, “Mr. Wooton, what 
must I do to be saved?” The preacher 
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took the measure of his man, and said, 
“Too late!” The young fellow was 
startled. A new note came into his voice 
as. he pleated, “Oh, don’t say that; 
surely it can’t be too Jate just because 
the meetings gre over!” “Yes,” ex- 
claimed the evangelist, looking right 
into the face of his questioner, “It’s too 
late. You want to know what you must 
do to be saved, and I tell you that you’re 
hundreds of years too late. The work 
of salvation was completed on the cross. 
What more do you want?” And there 
and then it dawned upon the now ear- 
nest inquirer that there was nothing for 
him to do but to fall upon his knees, and 
accept, in faith, the Saviour who had 
died for him—From “A Handful of 
Stars,” by Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent by 
J. A, Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration, 


Where Would Your Soul Be?—And 
they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus: 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house (Acts 16:31). Robert ‘Murray Mc- 
Cheyne, one of the most spiritual Scdt- 
tish preachers of the last century, was 
a well-brought up and carefully trained 
youth, whose outward life was without 
blame; in every way respectable, con- 
scientious, and well informed; he knew 
the Bible, said his prayers, went to 
church, and was well satisfied with his 
own righteousness, forgetting that Scrip- 
ture has declared, “All our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags” in God's sight. 
While he was away at school a message 
came telling him of the sudden death 
of a very godly elder brother. He went 
home to the funeral, and upon reaching 
the house of mourning asked to be per- 
mitted to go alone into the room where 
lay the body of his dearly loved brother. 
As he stood there gazing upon the still, 
silent form he asked himself the ques- 
tion, “If it were I, where would my soul 
be?” The answer to his own question 
honestly given was, “Lost forever.” 
There and then he broke down, gave up 
all pretentions to a righteousness of his 
own, and found in Christ, risen and 
glorified, that righteousness which he 
celebrates in his little hymn, “Jehovah 
Tsidkenu.”—¥from “The Mission of the 
Spirit,” by H. A. Ironside. Sent by W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Beer Into Furniture.—Old thirtgs are 
passed away; behold, all things are be- 
come new (2 Cor. 5:17). John Hutton 
tells of a miner who professed Chris- 
tianity and who was quizzed.by his fel- 
lows. Yesterday they said, “You don’t 
really believe that yarn about Jesus 
turning the water into wine; now, do 
you?” I said, “I am an ignorant’ man; 
I know nothing about water and wine. 
But I know this—that in my house Jesus 
Christ has turned beer into furniture, 
and that is a good enough miracle for 
me!”"—From Dr. Arthur John Gossip, in 
“Experience Worketh Hope.” Sent by 
J. B. Dengis; Hamilton, Ont,, Can. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Difference Jesus Makes (Acts 16:25-34) 


HOW a black rectangle or circle, 
which has people pasted on it, such 
as was suggested in one of the past les- 
son articles. Why did I use black paper 
to picture us, instead of the golden yel- 
low which we used to represent God, 
or the pure white used for Jesus Christ? 
Yes, because of sin, which makes us 
dirty and unclean in the presence of a 
holy God. It is a sad story. Every 
single person! You, and you, and you, 
and me! (Point as you speak.) And 
we cannot get rid of one single speck 
ourselves! Not one little lie, or one 
disobedience! We cannot help ourselves 
a bit, like the bad boy in the Lord Jesus’ 
Story. But the boy went back to his 
~ father, and his father fixed him up! 
Our Father God is like that, and better! 
Did you read the Bible readings twice 
this week? Then it will not be hard for 
you Bereans to prove whether what I 
write on the board is true or not. Sam, 
take Ephesians 2:1-5; Wilbur, verses 6, 
7; Carolyn, verses 8-10; Sally and Dora, 
Titus 2:11-14; and Ruth, 1 John 4:10. 
(Start a list:' What God’s Love Does 
for Us. As you put down each item, 
let the children supply references.) 
Loves us (1 John 4:10). ‘Sent Jesus to 
die for our sins (1 John 4:10; Titus 2: 
14). Takes our sins away (Titus 2:14). 
Saves us from punishment (Eph. 2:8). 
Makes us alive (Eph. 2:1, 5). Makes 
us do good things (Eph. 2:10; Titus 
2:14). Makes us sit with the Lord Jesus 
in Heaven (Eph. 2:6). Isn’t that won- 
derful? He makes us His children, too 
(John 1:12). 

Now what happens to you, when you 
see God’s love, and Jesus dying for you, 
and you want your sins taken away? 
(Probably the children will suggest 
some of the things just mentioned: sins 
forgiven and eternal life.) You are born 
again! Something new is born in you. 
(Take one of the small gold circles from 
the gold circle used previously to rep- 
resent the Holy Spirit, and place it in a 
prepared slot in the black one.!) There! 
Of course, one cannot really picture it, 
but something like that happens when 
you bélieve in the Lord Jesus. A new 
life, like God’s life, the Holy Spirit Him- 
self, comes to live in you. And though 
you still live in this body and the black 
Sins are still around, the Holy Spirit will 
more and more keep them out if you 
will let Him, 

One time there was a very good man, 
who was sure he was good enough to 
go to Heaven, until he talked it over 
with the Lord Jesus. There was also a 
man who knew he, was so bad he was 
scared in an earthquake. ‘ You will read 
about them this week. Could the Lord 
Jesus save them both? Also there were 
two Christian preachers who were put 
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in jail after a beating. Did being ‘Chris- 
tians make them different from other 
folks? As you read the stories this week, 
make a list of things that being a Chris- 
tian does for us. Then, as you write 
down each one, think if it is doing that 
for you. Some things you cannot see 
happen, like being born again. Other 
things you can see happen, like being 
happy. “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4, Mem- 
ory Verse). Can your mother and 
teacher see enough to know you are a 
Christian? (Can you secure small prints, 
or use old Sunday school materials, to 
have a picture of the Lord Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd, to accompany the refer- 
ences: John 3:1-21; 10:7-16; Acts 16:19- 
34; 2 Cor. 5:17; Phil, 4:4?) 

None of these wonderful things will 
happen unless you want them to, and 
you give your heart to the Lord Jesus, 
and let Him, His Spirit, come in. «If you 
never did before, will you do that now? 
(Help ahy who need help after class.) 





1 This is adapted from one of the “Salvation 
Charts for Visual Aid,” referred to last week. 
Christian Publications, Harrisburg, Pa., $1.50 
plus shipping. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AN you imagine what it must be 

like to be in jail at midnight? You 
must remember, of course, that jails 
in the long ago were not like jails are 
today. There were no beds. There were 
no lights. There was no heat. It was 
pitchy dark. The prisoners sat on stone 
floors with their feet locked in stocks. 
(Teacher: Show a picture, if possible, 
of stocks.) If they did lie down, their 
pillow was, perhaps, another stone. Most 
of the long ago prisons were below the 
ground. Would you have been Scared 
if you had been thrown into such a 
prison? Suppose you had been put there 
for no reason at all—no good reason, that 
is. How would you have felt then? 
Would you have kicked and screamed 
and hollered? Would you have been 
angry at everyone and everything? 
Would you? 

The Apostle Paul, who had come to 
love the Lord Jesus with all his heart 
and with his whole life, spent his days 
and nights telling others about the pre- 
cious Son of God. Sometimes the Lord 
enabled him to do wonderful things in 
His name and for His sake (Acts 16:16- 
18). Those who hated the Son of God, 
hated Paul when he did such things. 
That is why they grabbed Paul and his 
helper, Silas, beat them, and rushed 
them off to jail. Do you think Paul and 
Silas screamed, “Let us, out of here’? 
Do you think they cried, and said, “Why 
did this happen to us”? .Oh, no, indeed! 
In the middle of the cold, dark, long, 
dreary night, Paul and Silas began to 
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sing! Do you know what kind of songs 
they sang? They were songs of praises 
to God. 

Can-you imagine praising God, singing, 
and praying when they were bound in 
jail because they had done something 
good? But that is just what they did! 


.And the Bible tells us that the other 


prisoners heard them singing, too (v. 
25). Suddenly there was a crash, bang, 
roar. The ground below them shook. 
The walls around them trembled, and 
immediately all the prison doors were 
opened! The ‘chains fell off the prisoners. 
They were loose, they could escape, But 
did they? No! The jailer woke up 
with a start and saw the prison doors 
open. He drew his sword ready to kill 
himself. (Eor in the long ago, if a 
jailer’s prisoners escaped, the jailer 
would have been killed. by those who 
were in authority over him. So he 
wanted to kill himself.) Paul heard 
the sword rattle out of its sheath and 
knew what the jailer was planning to 
do to himself. “Do thyself no harm: for 
we are all here,” he cried (v. 28), Then 
the jailer “called for a light, and sprang 
in, and came trembling, and fell down 
before Paul and Silas, and brought them 
out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved? And they said, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house.” Then Paul and 
Silas explained to the jailer and to all 
that were in his house, the Word of 
God. That exciting night the jailer be- 
lieved God’s Word and received the Lord 
Jesus as his Saviour from sin. 

Anyone who is born into God's fam- 
ily through receiving the Lord Jesus is 
immediately changed. This was espe- 
cially true of the jailer. First of all 
the Bible tells us that he washed Paul’s 
and Silas’s bruised and bleeding backs. 
This he did gently and lovingly, though 
only a few hours before he had been 
with the crowd who had caused Paul 
and Silas to have such sore backs. 

Then, the Bible tells us, the most un- 
usual thing happened. That same hour 
he and all the people who lived in his 
house obeyed the command of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and were baptized. They 
did not even want to wait until the light 
of day to obey what they knew. was 
the command of the Son of God. Then 
the jailer brought Paul and Silas into 
his house, gave them a delicious meal, 
and they had another joyful prayer 
meeting. What a change had come over 
the Philippian jailer! He was indeed 
brand new (2 Cor. 5:17). And you will 
be, too, when you receive the Lord 
Jesus. Will you do that now? 

Teacher’s note: Dr. Elmer Wilder sug- 
gests an object Iesson using a cardboard 
box with’ an imitation prison door, a 
chain, four padlocks, and a cardboard 
heart painted white on one side and 
black on the other. The sinful heart is 
inside the prison, the door of which is 
fastened with a chain on which the pad- 
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locks are placed. Label each padlock 
with such words as swearing, stealing, 
disobeying. The last is marked unbe- 
lief. Explain (as you unlock each pad- 
lock) that merely by stopping swearing 
or stealing or disobeying does not re- 
lease the prisoner. The prison door is 
still fastened? Only when we remove 
the lock of unbelief by believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, can we be saved. 
Open the prison and imperceptibly re- 
verse the sides of the heart showing 
the white, cleansed heart—always the 
result of believing. 
LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 87) 


1. Nicodemus, 

2. A cultured, educated, religious, up- 
.Tight man. 

3. “Of water and of the Spirit” (John 
\3:5). 

4. Because “that which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
.of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). 


5. They prayed and sang praises to 
1God (Acts 16:25). 
6. Guilt, depravity, alienation, judg- 


yment, helplessness. 

7. By good works—washing the apos- 
tles’ stripes and bringing them into his 
thouse for a good meal (Acts 16:33, 34). 

8. His entire household believed with 
him (Acts 16:33, 34). 

9. Through believing (Acts 16:34). 

10. While others suggest a way of liv- 
ing, Jesus gives life (John 10:10). 


Extmuurst, ILL. ‘ 
we 


Keeping Our Children for Christ 
(Continued from second page) 


which shall not repel them from us, 
but win them to our Saviour. But 
in doing this, it is quite unnecessary 
to go to those empty cisterns which 
the children of the world have hewn 
for themselves, and which yield no 
water. We may find, with a little 
trouble, other wells, through which 
the living water rises with a sparkle 
and a beauty that cannot fail to at- 
tract young hearts not yet spoilt by 
the world’s glamour and show. 

The Editor and his wife, with their 
own family of six children, found that 
music and nature study offered two 
wholesome and profitable substitutes for 
worldly amusements. They specialized 
in bird study, which can be enjoyed in 
city parks as well as in the country, on 
long automobile rides as well.as on pic- 
nics, and around the home property. 
Most people are surprised when they 
learn how many species of birds may 
be observed in one locality. For ex- 
ample, during twelve years, the Edi- 
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tor and his wife and oldest son have 
seen or heard eighty-five species of 
birds on their own property ‘or within 
a few hundred yards of it. To stimu- 
late bird study, large colored charts 
were hung up in the kitchen; and two 
of the boys received field glasses for 
proving to Father or Mother that they 
had identified a certain number of 
species of birds. The element of con- 
test enters into bird-watching, which al- 
ways makes the sport more interesting. 

In this family for many years, family 
worship has been held twice a day: just 
after breakfast in the living room, and 
after supper, at the table. In the morn- 
ing, a hymn is sung, with some mem- 
ber of the family at the piano; a Bible 
passage is read; and all kneel together 
in prayer while Father prays for the 
needs of the family and all join together 
in the Lord’s Prayer. In the evening, 
a passage of Scripture is read, and there 
is a brief prayer at the table. As there 
are often guests in the home—mission- 
aries and other Christian workers—one 
is often asked to lead the devotions; 
though where there are small children, 
a little thought must be given to whether 
a guest is likely to conduct prayers in 
an appropriate way. The family re- 
members one instance years ago when 
a returned missionary prayed so long 
that one of the little boys broke into 
tears! 

Another habit which the Editor and 
his wife have found helpful is to spend 
time together every Saturday night in 
prayer for the whole family and. its 
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REFUGEE HARVEST 
IN BERLIN 


Rev. Arvid F. Carlson,* just back from 
Berlin where he ministered in refugee 
camps, says: 

“I saw the power of God at work! Those 
strained, lined, worried faces so deeply 
marked by disappointment and sorrow 
will haunt me through many days to 
come. Almost every hand went up as I 
gave'the invitation to accept Christ. . . . 
The breath of God was on the final meet- 
ing particularly. Some 25 out of 100 
present, remained for salvation — THE 
REFUGEE CAMP MINISTRY IN 
BERLIN IS A STIRRING CHAL- 
LENGE FOR EVANGELISM.” 


Your fellowship in enlarging this fruitful 
spiritual and physical ministry among 
Europe’s millions of destitute, neglected, 
forgotten people is earnestly desired. Fea- 
ture length sound color film on Europe, 
“Lest We Forget,” now being shown in 
California, Midwest and East. Write for 
a showing and for a free copy of our 
monthly magazine, “The Gospel Call.” 


*Rev. Carlson is pastor of the Mission 
Covenant Church in Pasadena, California, 
and one of our Trustees. 


EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSION 
Interdenominational - - incorporated in 1927 


Rev. Paul B. Peterson, F.R.G.S., President 
Vaughn Shoemaker, Litt.D., Treasurer 
36 N. Marengo Ave. 48 Alma St. 
Pasadena 1, Calif. ‘ Kitchener, Ontario 


























ENJOY PEACE OF MIND 


Through a Remarkable Annuity Plan That 
Enables You To Give and Receive Richly 


Send today for an interesting free booklet that 
tells how you may share in the great work of 
spreading the Gospel throughout the world—at 
the same time receiVing a safe, generous, as- 
sured, lifelong income, beginning immediately. 
Today, sure, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, Dept. SS-905, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 
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Sail With Us to Alaska 
For Your ’55 Vacation - 





S. S. Chilcotin 


Can you plan your summer trip for 
the period July 5 to 29? If so, we'll 
take you to Alaska on the Christian 
Fellowship Cruise. 


There is no better warm-weather 
vacationland than Alaska, where the 
bracing cold air every morning and 
evening, and the sunny July days of 
the North Country are as delightful 
ascan be. The scenery is magnifi- 
cent and the peaceful cruise.through 
the Inside Passage for 10 days aboard 
ship is an experience you will always 
treasure. 


Besides the grandeur of the jour- 
ney, you are bound to enjoy the fel- 
lowship of the trip. During the past 
two decades, the Sunday School 
Times readers have joined hands for 
a vacation in a remarkable fellow- 
ship. Everyone, without exception, 
has been thoroughly pleased, encour- 
aging us to go again in 1955. Our 
favorite summer trip is to Alaska on 
the trim new Canadian ship, the 
S.S. Chilcotin, of Union Steamships, 
Ltd., Vancouver. It is a very ex- 
pensive pleasure ship, started as an 
all-steel Corvette, completed at war’s 
end as a luxurious passenger liner, 
modern and attractive inside and 
out, completely air-conditioned; and 
‘cruising on her is as much fun as 
aboard a private yacht. 


The Christian Fellowship Cruises 
are always ay owe and successful. 
Those who go find wonderful people 
who remain life-long friends. The 
leader of the 1955 trip will be Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President of this publication. - 


An illustrated folder describing the 
1955 cruise has been published. It 
is free and you are invited to send 
for it. You will enjoy reading about 
the trip, and if, after reading the 
story, you decide to join our party, 
you will be most welcome. For 
“Alaska” folder, please write to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5 
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needs, and by way of preparation for 
a profitable Sunday. This plan was not 
original ‘with them, but they have fol- 
lowed it for years and found it most 
helpful. ‘ 

Care must be taken to direct the con- 
versation at mealtime into the right 
channels, and this can be tactfully done 
even when guests are present, 

The most effective means of protection 
for children and young people is to train 
each one to have his or her own quiet 
time for Bible study and prayer every 
day, for when they leave the home, noth- 
ing else will hold them steady. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 13 


1. “What’s Right With the Church?” 
(1 Cor. 12:12-27) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EFORE the question asked by the 

topic for this week can be an- 
swered intelligently, we must know what 
is, implied by the term “the church.” 
When you are speaking with a Roman 
Catholic, “the church” to him means 
the Roman Catholic Church and no 
other. To a Christian Scientist, “the 
church” means the official group that 
holds and teaches Christian Science 
views. To many Protestants, “the church” 
means that particular denomination to 
which they belong. 

However, when the Bible speaks of 
“the church” it means just one thing, 
and it is this meaning that we must 
consider in the Scripture portion that 
has been chosen for this topic from 1 
Corinthians 12. The word translated 
“church” in our New Testament comes 
from a Greek word, “ekklesia,” which 
means an assembly of called-out ones. 
The true Church in its New Testament 
sense is made up of those who were 
Jews or Gentiles, but who, through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, have become 
new creations (2 Cor. 5:17). As such, 
they are chosen, or called out, by God, 
redeemed by Christ, and regenerated 
and sanctified by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
12:12, 13). 

4 


The true Church is an organism, not 
an organization. The Scripture portion 
chosen for our lesson likens it to a body 
made up of many members and yet one. 
Attention is called to the fact that in 
the human body there is an interrelation- 
ship so that one member profits by the 
ministry of each of the ether members, 
and each member suffers if one mem- 
ber is injured (1 Cor. 12:20-22, 26). It 
is a body whose Head is the Lord Jesus 
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Christ (Eph. 1:22, 23) and from whom 
the entire body receives direction, nour- 
ishment, and strength (Eph. 4:16). 


se 


The New Testament speaks of the 
members of the Church as “saints,” not 
in the sense of those who have reached 
perfection, but rather in the sense of 
sanctified, or set apart individuals 
through regeneration. That members of 
the body of Christ, the Church, are not 
perfect is seen in the admonition to be- 
lievers to turn from childish ways and 
uncertain doctrine and to grow up unto 
Christ in all things (Eph. 4:14, 15). 


The time is coming, when the Lord 
Jesus returns in person to this earth, 
when the true Church will be a glorious 
church without spot, or wrinkle or 
blemish (Eph. 5:27). Meanwhile it is 
Christ’s purpose to sanctify, or set apart, 
the Church from the world, and to 
cleanse it through the washing of the 
Word (Eph. 5:26), so that it may be pre- 
pared for the great place He has for it 
as His bride (2 Cor. 11:2, 3). 


we 


It will be seen from the above, there- 
fore, that in the fullest sense the Church 
is not made up of the membership of 
organized churches, but is the whole 
company of the redeemed. Where, then, 
do denominational churches come in? 
These are organizations, or parts of or- 
ganizations, formed for convenience in 
worship and administration. Many of 
them came into being through the fail- 
ure of some part of the organized church 
to adhere to certain fundamental Chris- 
tian truths or Christian practices. In 
order to re-emphasize such neglected 
truths, groups of believers withdrew 
from one organized church to form an- 
other denomination. 


An organized church or denomination 
may be a member of the true Church, 
or it may not be. Colossians 2:18 and 
19 show that even in the early days 
among the Christians at Colosse there 
were individuals who did not “hold fast 
the Head.” Whenever an organized 
church or denomination officially repudi- 
ates the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
or the inspiration of .the Scriptures, or 
other fundamentals of the Christian 
faith, it cannot be said to belong to the 
true Church, any more than a member 
which is not joined to, and nourished 
by, and directed from the head of a body 
can be a member of that body. 


se 


Our responsibility, as born-again mem- 
bers of the true Church or body of Christ, 
is to be sure that the particular church 
organization and denomination with 
which we have allied ourselves is “hold- 
ing fast the Head” (Col. 2:19). If. it 
is not, and the condition cannot be cor- 






‘ 

















Lesson for February 13 


Che Sunday Schou Cimes 


Puimire E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 








Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





Hersert A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





Joun W. Lane, JR, 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: Emtty D. SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JoserpH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest GORDON 


Advertising Manager: 
H. TrumsutL HOWARD 





Former President 
. Puiuie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TrRuMBULL, 1875-1903 
Cartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A, dollars 


$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, U.S.A., $12.50. 
Canada, $3.25 each; foreign, $4.00 
each. 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada, $2.75 each; foreign, $3.50 
each. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








rected, then our responsibility, as born- 
again believers, is to separate from such 
- an organization and become members 
of a church that acknowledges and 
honors the Lord Jesus Christ as its Head 
(2 Cor. 6:14-17). ’ 
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The Sunday School Times 


Lesson List for 1955 


LIST of lessons prepared by THE 

Sunpay Scuoot Trmes in the Inter- 
national Uniform Lesson series for 1955 
is now available. It is a convenient 
pocket-size pamphlet, listing all the les- 
sons in the year in chronological order. 
Over-all lesson titles are given, with the 
Scripture references and Golden Texts 
and devotional readings. The specific 
topics for the various departments of 
the Sunday school are also given with 
the Scripture references for each, where 
they differ from the over-all Scriptures. 


Many superintendents and teachers 
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have found THe Sunpay ScHoOoL TIMESe 


lesson list a valuable tool to place in the 
hands of each pupil as an encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
Used in the regular Sunday school ses- 
sions instead of lesson leaflets, they may 
stimulate pupils to use the Bible itself, 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Here is also a convenient lesson list that 
superintendents can hand to Substitute 
teachers as a guide for lesson prepara- 
tion. 

Have you discovered how this valu- 
able tool may help your school or class? 
Why not order a supply and put them 
to work? They may be had for 15 cents 
a copy, $1.50 a dozen, or $12 a hundred, 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


w 
The A.C.C.C. Day of Prayer 


HE American Council of Christian 
Churches now invites orders for its 
World Day of Prayer program, for use 
on February 25, 1955. Send for your 
free sample copy today. The 1955 pro- 
gram theme is “In Whom We Live and 
Move and Have Our Being” (Acts 17:28). 
The striking front cover is suggestive 
of the spiritual worth of its contents. 
Order from the American Council of 
Christian Churches, 15 Park Row, New 
York 38, 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 7 to 13 


Mon.—John 3:1-12. 
Need of the New Birth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye must ‘be born 
again.” Unless a minister is fully per- 
suaded of the Lord’s teaching on this 
point, and the necessity for the work 
of the Spirit in conversions, his ministry 
will little help immortal souls. All are 
born in sin and without the Spirit of 
God, and, therefore, have no eternal life, 
In our Lord’s life in this world we see 
“that eternal life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us.” 
Without the gift of this eternal life 
through Christ we are dead in sin. Pray 
that multitudes of nominal followers 
of Christ will become awakened to re- 
alize they must be born again, 


Tues.—John 3:13-21. 
Eternal Life Through Christ. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.” All are shut up to 
Christ for salvation. “Neither is there 
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SHADOW of DEATH 
by Tom Watson, Jr. 
“To give light to them that sit | 


m ti 
-” Luke 1:79 











He was a student at Tokyo Imperial Uni- 
versity, but his response to the Gospel was 
typical. 

“We young Japanese think a concern about 
one’s personal salvation is selfish,” he told ‘me. 
“We must seek first the political and economic 
salvation of Japan. After we have — 
that through Communism, we will have 
time to listen to the Christian message.” 


Thank God with us for the nity 
now to beam the Gospel of Jesus Christ into , 
the heart of satanic Communism through a 

rful\radio station in Korea. We can go 
fesoued only as God’s people sacrificially give 
and pray. The need is urgent! 

We want to send you free of charge an 
“opportunity analysis” map to help you under- 
stand what radio can do in this cnitical hour. 
Send your name and address to: 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 
2239 W. MeLean fre. Chicago 47, ttincle 








DADDY, WAS IT THE STORK? 


How would YOU answer? THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENT magazine gives profes- 
sional Christian guidance on sex-training 
and other areas of family living. Dail 
Bible-based devotions for families wit 
children. Monthly. $3 year. Sample free. 


The Christian Parent Box SS Highland, Ill. 





SEE THE 


BIBLE LANDS 


All-Expense Tour Via Air 


Only $135.00 Down 
Balance in 20 Monthly Payments 


Visit Portugal, Spain, Italy, Egypt, Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan, Israel, Greece. (Interesting, 
unusual extension tours at slight extra cost.) 
Leave New York by air, April 16—Most 
beautiful, delightful time of year in Near 
East — Experienced Christian’ tour conductor 
with extraordinary contacts, John N. Englund 
—Realize your dream of a lifetime. 


Write for tour folder 


BIBLE LANDS TOUR 
EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSION 


36 N. Marengo Avenue 
Pasadena 1, California 
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FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and — in. Boxed ents 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 
Write for Catalog List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 

















264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y, 
Help Is Needed 
For Destitute 
Hebrew Christian 
Be Children 
a ; In Israel 





Only by the support and contributions from 
ALL Christians can we maintain our estab- 
lished missions in the United States, Europe, 
and the Holy Land, and our unique OR- 
PHANAGE in Haifa. 

HELP US to carry on the work of CHRIST 
amongst these hungry and needy children. 
WITH YOUR HELP they are being trans- 
formed out of misery into happiness and 
health—loving their Lord and Saviour. 


.SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TODAY 
Address all communications to: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


252 N. Dillon Street Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, Calif, 


This mission for over half a century has been en- 
dorsed by Christian leaders in the United States 
and Europe. 











Salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). “He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life” (1 John 5:12). We can- 
not have the Father if we refuse the 


Son. Eternal life for man is only in the, 


Son (see John 6:53-65). Pray for an 
awakening among church members to 
the realization that a personal knowl- 
edge of Christ is the only hope of salva- 
tion. 


Wed.—John 10:7-16. Abundant Life. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am come that 
they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly.” Christ 
came to restore to man a heavenly life, 
better than Adam knew before the Fall. 
“Partakers of the divine nature”—“Eter- 
nal life’—are phrases that tell of the 
“life more abundant,” the boon Christ 
came to make available to all in His 
Gospel (John 4:14). Do you have God’s 
gift of. eternal life through His Son? 

















The advertisements in The Sunday 
, Scheol Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet FOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
‘ proves so well worth while. 














COMBINE YOUR VACATION IN FLORIDA 


WITH SPIRITUAL REFRESHMENT! 
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Sidney E. Cox 
well known evangel- 
ist, Bible teacher and 
gospel song writer, 
will speak at both 


conferences. seeing tours. 


This year, plan to vACATION wiTH moopy for a time of refreshing at 
these two popular conference grounds... with challenging messages 
\by these outstanding Bible expositors. Enjoy Florida at its best! 


PARK-OF-THE-PALMS 
Near Keystone Heights, Florida 
FEBRUARY 13-18 
Two meetings daily—10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 


BOCA RATON 


Between Palm Beach and Miami, Florida 
MARCH 1-6 
Two meetings daily, except Saturday. 


Alumni Banquet and Rally 
5:30 P.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 4 


Your afternoons are free to enjoy the Florida 
sunshine, recreational facilities and sight- 





A. H. Stewart 
known as the “‘Walk- 
ing Bible,’’ noted 
preacher and Bible 
expositor, will speak 
at Boca Raton only. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE: 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 NORTH LA SALLE STREET 


° CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Feb. 





13) Jan. 29, 1955 


Pray that ministers may get new power 
from on high for preaching Christ’s 
Gospel, 
Thurs.—Acts 16:25-34. 

A Jailer Receives the New Life. 


Prayer SuccEsTions: “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house... he... re- 
joiced, believing in God with all his 
house.” Believing in God and believing 
in Jesus are synonymous in the New 
Testament. That Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, co-existent and co-eternal 
with the Father, one must believe be- 
fore he can be saved. Faith in Jesus 
Christ as God manifest in the flesh is 
absolutely essential for salvation (1 John 
5:20). The Philippian jailer thus be- 
lieved, and received the gift of eternal 
life. Pray that God will give His Church 
in our time many remarkable conver- 
sions. 

Fri—2 Corinthians 5:16-21. 
A New Creation. 


PraYeR Succestions: “If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.”* The corrup- 
tion of human nature demands that one 
must be born again in order to see the 
Kingdom of God. Heaven is barred 
against all who are not born of the 
Spirit, washed in the blood. Through 
the instrumentality of the Word, the 
resurrection of Christ, and the Gospel 
men are brought to their only Saviour 
Christ, by the Holy Spirit. No one can 
come thus without the drawing grace of 
God. By the mercy of God man thus 
becomes a new creature, partakes of the 
divine nature, is washed from his sins, 
and made alive unto God. Pray for 
the Spirit’s grace in your church and 
community, 
Sat.—Titus 3:3-7. 
A Marvelous Transformation. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “By the, washing 
of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost.” There can be no self-sal- 
vation. Only by the “washing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost” can soul transformation be ef- 
fected. The Spirit of God left Adam at 


‘the Fall, and must return to the heart 


in “the washing of regeneration.” Pray 
for the cleansing of the soul in your 
family and community. 


Sun.—Romans 8:1-11. 


The Indwelling Christ. =< 4 
Prayer Succestions: “If Christ be > 


in you, the body is dead because of 


sin; but the Spirit is life because of uw 
righteousness.” Death will ultimately -' os 
seize the body that has committed ~ <4 
sin; but if Christ be in our hearts by - » #4 
the Holy Spirit, we have the life that “a 
is life indeed, which shall never taste 

of death. The same Spirit who raised og 
up Jesus from the dead will also < 


quicken our mortal bodies. Christ in 
you is the assurance of immortality. 
Pray for the poor saints in Russia, 
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